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                Second Sunday of Easter
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                Last Sunday we rejoiced at the resurrection, the disciples, however, didn’t.  A week later our gospel, John 20:19-31, finds them hiding away in a locked room afraid of what the future holds for them.  Thomas often gets a bad press for doubting but the other disciples are not doing much better: Jesus has already come to them offering peace, sending them out as the Father sent him but a week later, when Jesus returns, they still haven’t moved.  Perhaps Thomas did not believe them the first time because despite encountering the risen Lord, they hadn’t changed.  However, the fact that they doubt, that they fail to act, is what makes them perfect for the job; because the job is forgiveness, and who better to know the joy of forgiveness, the significance of a new beginning, than someone who has been in need of forgiveness not just once but again and again.  By the time we come to the story in Acts 4:32-35, the disciples have changed, they have started to live as if new life were truly possible. 
Christ is always returning to us, continually offering us the gift of the spirit, repeatedly inviting us to begin again. The fact that we are failures makes us perfect for the job too.  Knowing how rubbish we are at being Christian, at doing God’s will, puts us in the perfect position to forgive the faults and failings of others and invite them to begin again alongside us. 
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                Our Festival Easter Mass starts at 10.30am.  Here we bless the Easter garden and renew our baptismal vows: we die with Christ and are raised by him into new life. 
 
Our readings for both services recount the resurrection and a God who can transform death and failure to new life and hope.  This is ultimate power and yet it is shown in vulnerability:  God never coerces us, never exerts power over us and so we remain free to respond.  In Acts 10. 34-43 Peter responds with confidence, joyfully proclaiming the resurrection.  Yet in Mark 12:1-8 the first witnesses of the empty tomb stay silent, for they are afraid.  The angel at the tomb offers the possibility of a new beginning, calling the disciples to return again to Galilee.  The choice is ours: will we risk following Christ who has gone ahead of us, or we will we hang back, fearful of the new life offered? 
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                Our dawn service starts before the sun has risen at 5am when we light the Paschal Candle from the new Easter fire outside of the church and carry the light of Christ into the dark  church.  It’s worth getting up early for this magical service where we sing the first alleluia of Easter by candlelight.
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  Holy Spirit Clapham is a welcoming congregation of people from all walks of life, united by our Christian faith.
We meet on Sundays and throughout the week, in church and online.
Holy Spirit Clapham is one of the Church of England parishes making up the Lambeth North Deanery in the Diocese of Southwark.
We are a member of Churches Together in Clapham and Inclusive Church.
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                There are lots of ways to be a part of life at Holy Spirit Clapham. 
You can lend support by offering your time, sharing your skills or making a donation.
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      Sign up with your email address to receive news and updates
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  Parish Church of Holy Spirit, Clapham
Narbonne Avenue
London SW4 9JU
office@holyspirit-clapham.org.uk
Tel: 020 8675 8094
Registered Charity No: 1134600
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