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EASTER DAY 

THE SERVICE OF LIGHT  



INTRODUCTION 

We gather outside to kindle a new fire 

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, on this most holy night, when our Lord 

Jesus Christ passed from death to life, the Church invites her children 

throughout the world to come together in vigil and prayer.  

 

This is the Passover of the Lord. We remember his death and resurrection by 

hearing his word and celebrating his mysteries, confident that we shall share his 

victory over death and live with him for ever in God.  

 

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation,  

to you be glory and praise for ever.  

 

Your steadfast love extends to the heavens and your faithfulness never ceases.  

Illuminate our hearts with your wisdom  

and strengthen our lives with your word,  

for you are the fountain of life; in your light we see true light.  

 

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

Blessed be God for ever. 

 

MARKING OF THE EASTER CANDLE  

Christ yesterday and today,  

the beginning and the end,  

Alpha and Omega,  

all time belongs to him,  

and all ages;  

to him be glory and power,  

through every age and for ever.  

Amen.  

 

By his holy  

and glorious wounds  

may Christ our Lord  

guard and keep us.  

Amen.  

 

  



THE EASTER CANDLE IS LIT 

May the light of Christ, rising in glory,  

banish all darkness from our hearts and minds.  

 

As the Easter candle is carried into church we respond:  

The light of Christ.  

Thanks be to God.  

 

Once the Easter Candle has been placed by the altar we light our candles from that 

one light. 
 

THE EXSULTET  

Rejoice, heavenly powers! Sing, choirs of angels!  

O Universe, dance around God’s throne!  

Jesus Christ, our King, is risen!  

Sound the victorious trumpet of salvation!  

Rejoice, O earth, in glory,  

revealing the splendour of your creation,  

radiant in the brightness of your triumphant King!  

Christ has conquered! Now his life and glory fill you!  

Darkness vanishes for ever!  

Rejoice, O Mother Church! Exult in glory!  

The risen Saviour, our Lord of life, shines upon you!  

Let all God’s people sing and shout for joy.  
 

The Lord be with you  

and also with you.  
 

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord.  
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give thanks and praise.  
 

It is right and good that with hearts and minds and voices  

we should praise you, Father almighty, the unseen God,  

through your only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,  

who has saved us by his death,  

paid the price of Adam’s sin,  

and reconciled us once again to you.  



For this is the Passover feast,  

when Christ, the true Lamb of God,  

is slain whose blood consecrates the homes of all the faithful.  

 

This is the night when you first saved our ancestors,  

freeing Israel from her slavery  

and leading her safely through the sea.  

 

This is the night when Jesus Christ vanquished hell,  

broke the chains of death  

and rose triumphant from the grave.  

 

This is the night when all who believe in him are freed from sin, 

restored to grace and holiness,  

and share the victory of Christ. 

 

This is the night that gave us back what we had lost;  

beyond our deepest dreams  

you made even our sin a happy fault.  

 

Most blessed of all nights! 

Evil and hatred are put to flight and sin is washed away, 

lost innocence regained, and mourning turned to joy.  

 

Night truly blessed, when hatred is cast out,  

peace and justice find a home, and heaven is joined to earth  

and all creation reconciled to you.  

 

Therefore, heavenly Father, in this our Easter joy  

accept our sacrifice of praise, your Church’s solemn offering.  

Grant that this Easter Candle may make our darkness light.  

 

For Christ the morning star has risen in glory;  

Christ is risen from the dead and his flame of love still burns within us!  

Christ sheds his peaceful light on all the world!  

Christ lives and reigns for ever and ever!  

 

Amen. 

 



Let us recall how God saved his people in ages past and in the fullness of time 

sent his Son to be our Redeemer; and let us pray that through this Easter 

celebration God may bring to perfection in each of us the saving work he has 

begun.  

 

FIRST READING ACTS 10. 34-43 

 

Peter began to speak to those assembled in the house of Cornelius.  

‘I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone 

who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him.  

You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by 

Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, 

beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed 

Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about 

doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with 

him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem.  

They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the 

third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were 

chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose 

from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that 

he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the 

prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives 

forgiveness of sins through his name.’ 

 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

THE EASTER ACCLAMATION  

 

Alleluia. Christ is risen.  

He is risen indeed. Alleluia, alleluia,  

 

THE COLLECT  

Let us pray that we may reign with the risen Christ in glory.  
 

Silence is kept.  
 

Lord of all life and power, 

who through the mighty resurrection of your Son  



overcame the old order of sin and death to make all things new in him:  

grant that we, being dead to sin and alive to you in Jesus Christ,  

may reign with him in glory;  

to whom with you and the Holy Spirit be praise and honour, 

glory and might, now and in all eternity. 
 

Amen.  

 

GOSPEL READING  MARK 12. 1-8  

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 

Alleluia, alleluia 

Glory to you, O Lord. Alleluia, alleluia 

Then he began to speak to them in parables. ‘A man planted a vineyard, put a 

fence around it, dug a pit for the wine press, and built a watch-tower; then he 

leased it to tenants and went to another country. When the season came, he 

sent a slave to the tenants to collect from them his share of the produce of the 

vineyard. But they seized him, and beat him, and sent him away empty-

handed. And again he sent another slave to them; this one they beat over the 

head and insulted. Then he sent another, and that one they killed. And so it 

was with many others; some they beat, and others they killed. He had still one 

other, a beloved son. Finally he sent him to them, saying, “They will respect my 

son.” But those tenants said to one another, “This is the heir; come, let us kill 

him, and the inheritance will be ours.” So they seized him, killed him, and 

threw him out of the vineyard. 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you, O Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 

SERMON 

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST  

THE PEACE  

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said,  

‘Peace be with you.’  

Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia.  

The peace of the risen Christ be always with you  

and also with you. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.  



PREPARATION OF THE TABLE  

Lord of life, with unbounded joy we offer you our sacrifice of praise.  

As we are fed with the bread of heaven 

may we know your resurrection power;  

through Christ our risen Lord  

Amen. 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

The Lord be with you. 

and also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Rejoicing in God’s new creation, let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has 

taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 



for ever and ever.   

Amen. 

 

Jesus says, I am the bread of life, whoever eats this bread will live for ever.  

Lord, our hearts hunger for you; give us this bread always.  

 

THE AGNUS DEI 

Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world, 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God,  

you take away the sin of the world,  

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God,  

you take away the sin of the world, 

grant us peace. 

 

GIVING OF COMMUNION  

Alleluia. Christ our passover is sacrificed for us. 

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

God of Life, who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son  

to the death of the cross,  

and by his glorious resurrection 

have delivered us from the power of our enemy:  

grant us so to die daily to sin,  

that we may evermore live with him in the joy of his risen life;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

 



HYMN 216  THE DAY OF RESURRECTION 

The day of resurrection! 

Earth, tell it out abroad; 

the Passover of gladness, 

the Passover of God; 

from death to life eternal, 

from earth unto the sky, 

our God hath brought us over 

with hymns of victory. 

Our hearts be pure from evil, 

that we may see aright 

the Lord in rays eternal 

of resurrection-light; 

and, listening to his accents, 

may hear so calm and plain 

his own 'All hail', and, hearing, 

may raise the victor strain. 

Now let the heavens be joyful, 

and earth her song begin, 

the round world keep high triumph, 

and all that is therein; 

let all things seen and unseen 

their notes of gladness blend, 

for Christ the Lord is risen, 

our joy that hath no end. 

THE DISMISSAL  

 

THE BLESSING  

Alleluia. Christ is risen.  

He is risen indeed. Alleluia.  

 

God the Father open to you the gates of everlasting life. 

God the Son give you joy as you share the Easter faith.  

God the Holy Spirit empower you and fill you with Christ’s peace.  

And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  

be among you and remain with you always.  



Amen 

 

With the risen life of Christ within you,  

go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia 

Thanks be to God, Alleluia, alleluia. 


